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RACINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
717 Wisconsin Avenue, Racine, WI   53403-1237

(262) 886-2300   FAX (262) 637-5279

Waterford (262) 534-5166  Burlington (262) 763-9558

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Sheriff Christopher Schmaling                                  Chief Deputy James P. Weidner 
To: WLECHA Awards committee
On Wednesday August 20th, 2025, at about 10:00 PM, A Racine County Sheriff's Deputy assigned to the strategic patrol unit on Interstate I-94, conducted a traffic stop for a vehicle following too close to the vehicle in front of it. The black Buick had Texas registration and was heading northbound towards Milwaukee.
Earlier in the day, DEA advised this vehicle to be passing into Racine County at some point in the evening and was suspected of having a trap, but unknown where in the vehicle. If located, deputies would have to establish their own PC for a stop and any further investigation. The on-duty supervisor relayed this information to the strategic patrol unit and later informed Deputy Clemens when he called on-duty. 
Deputy Kurt Klemens with his partner, K9 Clyde, were a short distance away and arrived at the scene where the initiating deputy advised of nervous behavior from male passenger in the vehicle. His hands were noticeably trembling while producing his identification.

Deputy Clemens approached as the initiating deputy was conducting the NCIC / DOT check and traffic citation. Deputy Clemens first interviewed the female driver outside of the car. She stated they were traveling from Texas, and they headed up to the casino. She did not remember the name of it initially and said they were only going to be up here a day or two and then head back to Texas.

Next, Deputy Clemens spoke with the male passenger outside of the car who appeared nervous upon initial contact. He identified himself and said they were going to Milwaukee to visit his uncle but did not have the address. He said they were going to stay at a hotel and did not want to offer further information.

Both parties were directed to the front of the car as Deputy Clemens retrieved K9 Clyde. He brought K9 Clyde up to the rear of the vehicle where K9 Clyde showed an increase in breathing as he started to sniff around the trunk seam. Deputy Clemens attempted to continue walking around the rest of the vehicle, but K9 Clyde aggressively pulled him back to the area, refusing to leave, and scratched near the trunk, alerting to the odor of a controlled substance.

A search of the area that K9 Clyde alerted to directed deputies to the exhaust area. It was cold to the touch which was not normal for a vehicle on the road. Suspecting the trap was a fake muffler, it was removed where a small latch was found on the top of the actual exhaust system.
Inside the hidden compartment, were black wrapped packages in a brick style later identified as thirteen kilos of cocaine/fentanyl laced drugs. Total weight was 32.08 pounds with an estimated street value around $300,000. 
Both parties were arrested and charged with possession with intent to deliver cocaine and possession with intent to deliver fentanyl in Racine County Circuit Court. 
Deputy Clemens is one of our most experienced handlers who works the 7p-3a shift. He continually seeks out criminal behavior and is very active in producing drug related arrests. If it wasn’t for Deputy Clemens continued persistence and skilled use K9 Clyde, there is a high probability the drugs would not have been located and landed the dangerous fentanyl laced cocaine on our streets.  For these reasons, I ask you find Deputy Kurt Clemens and K9 Clyde as the recipient for the Meritorious Narcotic Find. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Lt. Joe Patla 
Racine County Sheriff’s Office

2nd shift patrol
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