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To: WLECHA Awards Committee

I would like to nominate Sgt Jeremiah Ballew and his canine partner Barry for the Meritorious Track of the Year.  Through their involvement, a missing and endangered 6-year-old girl was located and re-united with her family, unharmed.  The suspect was apprehended and booked into jail on a probation violation.
On Thursday, September 11, 2025, Deputies were dispatched to a residence in the Village of Almond, Portage County, to take a report for a missing 6-year-old girl.  Upon arrival, Deputies were notified that a male, known to the victim, had taken the girl from the residence.  The male suspect, who was out on parole, and a registered tier 1 sex offender, left the residence, with the girl and all communication was lost.  A statewide amber alert was issued.
On September 13, 2025, Investigators were able to locate the suspect vehicle in a large, wooded area, near the Village of Almond.  Several law enforcement officers responded to the area to conduct a search of the thick woods.  Sgt. Ballew and K9 Barry were assigned to the end of the search line.
Using a cross breeze, K9 Barry began to track, and a short time later began to exhibit proximity alerts near a thick brush pile.  Sgt. Ballew recognized the cues as Barry dove into a thick brush pile.  Sgt. Ballew and K9 Barry were able to locate the missing child hidden beneath the thick brush.  The suspect was located nearby and taken into custody.
If it were not for the efforts of both Sgt. Ballew and K9 Barry’s extensive training, teamwork and abilities, the missing girl would not have been reunited with her family, and her abductor not captured and taken into custody.  Their conduct reflects the highest of credit upon themselves, and the Stevens Point Police Department. 
I ask that you nominate Sgt. Jeremiah Ballew and Canine Barry for the Meritorious Track of the Year.
Thank you for your consideration,
Deputy Jeff Sadlemyer
Portage County Sheriff’s Office
Portage County, WI
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