To: WLECHA Awards Committee

I am writing to nominate Cpl. Douglas Sayeg and his partner K9 KC as Hander/K9 Team of the year. Cpl. Sayeg’s leadership, dedication, teamwork, accountability and confidence are second to none, making him more than deserving for a recognition of this magnitude. 
Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC were first partnered in March 2019. As time has passed, they have become progressively more active, assisting with getting many violent felons off the streets. Cpl. Sayeg’s drive keeps him extremely active, and his tactics often put him in the right place for K9 deployments. 
Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC were initially assigned to third shift patrol. The high activity level kept them extremely busy. In December 2024, Cpl. Sayeg initiated a change to second shift- switching with another K9 handler in the WAPD K9 Unit. The reason for the switch was two-fold; after spending the last 26 years on late nights, and K9 KC getting older, it was time to start slowing down a little and Cpl. Sayeg also wanted another K9 handler to have the higher activity level so that they could get the opportunity to have the success that he has had with K9 KC. This switch demonstrated his desire for others to be successful and him being a great team player.
Working in Milwaukee County is different from many other areas. There is a very high volume of vehicle pursuits. Offenders often take off simply for the thrill of it or for bragging rights on the streets, knowing that even if they do not get away, there is a good chance their punishment will be minimal. Others flee because they know of the contraband- particularly guns and drugs- they have in their vehicle and want the opportunity to discard it, and again, if they get caught the flee/elude charge is often minimally punished. Due to this type of environment, Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC are often doing patrol work- door pop style apprehensions, tracks/area searches for people, article searches, or being a presence as part of arrest teams.
This all being said, here are just a few highlights of Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC’s impressive year:
On 08/24/2024, at 0153 hours, West Allis Officers conducted a traffic stop. Upon asking the driver to step out of the vehicle due to a firearm magazine being visible underneath the driver's leg, the driver put the vehicle in drive and fled. Terminator Tire Deflation Devices had been deployed and were successful, resulting in the vehicle becoming disabled after a very short distance. The driver fled on foot, leaving the firearm behind. Cpl. Sayeg deployed K9 KC for a track. After a short distance, K9 KC located and physically apprehended the driver. The firearm located was found to have been stolen and was linked to a shots-fired call in Milwaukee. Also inside the vehicle was 572.78g of marijuana. The driver was ultimately charged with fleeing police, possession with intent to deliver THC (while armed), CCW, and 3 counts of felony bail jumping. West Allis Case 24-034785.

On 09/27/24 at 0702hrs, West Allis Officers responded to a shots-fired incident. Investigation revealed that the incident started as a carjacking that resulted in shots being fired. The suspects had been apprehended in the area after foot pursuits. Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC had just concluded their shift a short time prior, but were called in to assist with an article search for any evidence in the large area between the incident and arrest location (several city blocks). K9 KC ultimately led officers to a garage where the pedestrian door was open. Upon clearing the garage, officers located clothing and ammunition related to this investigation. Two offenders were ultimately arrested and charged with Armed Carjacking, 1st degree reckless endanger safety while armed and possession of a firearm by a felon. (West Allis Case 24-039381)
On 10/15/2024 at 0242hrs, Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC were dispatched to assist the Brookfield Police Department with a track for an offender who fled on foot from an eluding vehicle. When the vehicle was located, there was no known starting point for the track. At the time, it was 39° and raining. K9 KC picked up a track that led through several backyards, went over a fence, crossed a roadway, and led officers to a creek. K9 KC crossed through the creek to a large underground tunnel, which stretched from one side of the road to the other. Upon coming to this underground tunnel, K9 KC showed heavy interest in wanting to enter the tunnel. Given the small space, officers backed out and shined their lights into the tunnel. Deep in the tunnel, officers observed a male lying on the ground. The male was being non-responsive to the officer’s commands. After a short standoff with this male, officers entered the tunnel and arrested the male, who was confirmed to be the driver of the eluding vehicle. At the time of the arrest, the male was lying on top of a loaded firearm and was in possession of illegal narcotics. The male was charged with Flee/Elude an Officer, Possess Firearm – Convicted Felon, and Possession of Narcotic Drugs. (West Allis Case 24-041828)
Just one week later, on 10/22/24 at approximately 0112hrs, Cpl. Sayeg conducted a traffic stop on an unregistered vehicle. As Cpl. Sayeg approached the vehicle, and deployed a Terminator Tire Deflation Device in front of the rear tire of the vehicle. Cpl. Sayeg made contact with the driver and identified the odor of marijuana. Upon asking the driver to step out of the vehicle, the driver put the vehicle into drive and fled, however, due to the tire deflation device, the rear tire almost immediately deflated. Cpl. Sayeg engaged in a short vehicle pursuit, which ended when the vehicle became disabled, and the driver fled on foot. K9 KC was immediately deployed off lead to arrest the offender. K9 KC apprehended the driver, who began punching K9 KC in the face. Despite the numerous strikes to the face, K9 KC remained on the engagement. The driver continued to resist both Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC, but they both remained in the fight until additional officer support arrived, and the driver was successfully arrested. A search of the vehicle revealed the driver to be in possession of a loaded 9mm Taurus handgun, 2.91 grams of Meth, 10.56 grams of cocaine, and over $2,900 in US currency. The driver was charged with fleeing/eluding an officer, possession with intent cocaine, possession of methamphetamine, possession of a firearm by a felon, and striking a Police Animal causing injury. This arrest also resulted in a search warrant of a residence in Milwaukee, in which a female was arrested and charged with felony straw purchase of a firearm and possession of methamphetamine. West Allis Case (24-042810)

On 05/27/25 at 2033hrs, West Allis Officers located a stolen vehicle, which fled when officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop. Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC joined in the pursuit and communicated with other officers to ensure that Cpl. Sayeg was the secondary squad. After a successful PIT maneuver, the driver attempted to flee on foot. Cpl. Sayeg deployed K9 KC off lead and the driver was quickly apprehended. The driver was arrested for flee/elude, 2nd degree recklessly endangering safety, resisting and a Milwaukee Police Warrant for Domestic violence. During this deployment, Cpl. Sayeg had sustained an ankle injury. He brushed it off at this time as being part of the job. (West Allis Case 25-018910)
Just four days later, on 05/31/25 at 2016hrs, another agencies pursuit entered the City of West Allis. The pursuing agency had requested assistance from West Allis Officers. A PIT maneuver was conducted and successfully stopped the fleeing vehicle. The driver fled on foot, but due to Cpl. Sayeg’s strategic positioning, he was able to deploy K9 KC off lead to apprehend the driver almost immediately. The driver was ultimately charged with flee/elude, 2nd degree recklessly endangering safety, and possession with intent to deliver- fentanyl and cocaine. (West Allis Case 25-019492) 
After this deployment, Cpl. Sayeg’s ankle injury from a few days prior continued to cause him pain. He ultimately sought treatment and his doctor placed him on light duty for several weeks. 
Shortly after his return from light duty, on 07/13/25 at 1709hrs, the New Berlin Police Department became involved in a pursuit of 2 stolen vehicles that were riding in tandem. One of the vehicles entered Milwaukee County. WAPD officers assisted New Berlin Police with the pursuit, which ended with a successful PIT maneuver in the City of Milwaukee. The driver fled on foot, but Cpl. Sayeg was able to deploy K9 KC off lead, and the driver was apprehended. After the conclusion of this, Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC were requested back to the City of New Berlin for an article search related to the second stolen vehicle pursuit that had concluded with a foot bail and arrest. During the article search, K9 KC recovered clothing and a black satchel in a thick wooded area, both confirmed to be the drivers. Ultimately, charges of fleeing/eluding, operating a motor vehicle without owner’s consent, and 2nd degree recklessly endangering safety were issued. (West Allis Case 25-025976)
On 07/29/25 at 1915hrs, Cpl. Sayeg observed a hand-to-hand drug transaction at a known drug complex in the city. He communicated his observations to other officers and maintained visual on the suspect/vehicle. Upon seeing the vehicle exit the complex, other WAPD officers attempted a traffic stop. The vehicle fled and was pursued for 6.5 miles. The pursuit ended with a crash and a foot bail of the driver into a wooded area. The driver was taken into custody by assisting officers. Cpl. Sayeg conducted a K9 article search into the wooded area where the driver ran. K9 KC alerted to a vape pen and a glue stick bottle in this wooded area. Inside each of the containers were a total of (21) bindles of crack cocaine. As a result of this incident, the driver was charged with possession with intent-cocaine, and numerous felonies related to the pursuit. (West Allis Case 25-028407)

Again, this was just a glimpse into the work that Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC have done over the last year. In total, over the last year, they have had:
· 79 Total Deployments
· 42 Patrol Deployments
· 37 Detection Deployments
· 32 Total Arrests
· 6 Physical Apprehensions
· 7 Firearms Recovered
In addition to his activity on the streets, Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC routinely do public relation activities. The duo are often called for school meet and greets, DARE graduations, Citizen’s Academy meet and greets, and numerous Wisconsin State Fair demonstrations.  
Although Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC do amazing work both on and off the streets, the best thing about Cpl. Sayeg is his attitude. Cpl. Sayeg is extremely humble about the work he does with K9 KC. He does not gloat constantly or tell “war stories” every chance he gets. Cpl. Sayeg will attribute his success with K9 KC to those around him, giving credit to every single officer who was on a track with him, or in a perimeter position, or the officer who made that initial traffic stop, citing that he and K9 KC could not be successful without them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC have proven to be an exceptional team. Despite moving to another shift to “slow down”, Cpl. Sayeg and K9 KC continue to be active in stopping the violent criminals who enter the City of West Allis.
It is for these reasons; I urge you to consider Cpl. Sayeg for the 2025 WLECHA Handler of the Year award.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sergeant Adam Niemuth
West Allis Police Department
K-9 Unit Supervisor
