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RACINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
717 Wisconsin Avenue, Racine, WI   53403-1237

(262) 886-2300   FAX (262) 637-5279

Waterford (262) 534-5166  Burlington (262) 763-9558

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Sheriff Christopher Schmaling                                  Chief Deputy James P. Weidner 
To: WLECHA Awards Committee 


On Sunday, November 16th 2025, Kenosha Sheriff responded to a shots fired call at a residence in Salem, Wisconsin. Suspect Jake Wenzel had fired into a residence attempting to kill a 29 yoa female. Suspect Jake Wenzel exited his vehicle and walked up to the house with a handgun, pointed, yelled for the female to exit, and then fired into the structure before fleeing in the vehicle. Thankfully, nobody was struck.

Jake Wenzel has an extensive criminal history including prior Felon in possession of firearm, PWID meth, PTC felony theft, fleeing, and was out on a $7500 bond for terroristic threats. Wenzel also had active felony warrants for attempted homicide and others. 

On Tuesday, November 18th, 2025, information was obtained by Kenosha Sheriff that Wenzel may be staying in a hotel within the Village of Union Grove (Racine County), with another female. Racine Sheriff squads were set up surveilling the hotel as the swat team was getting ready to deploy. Without warning, Wenzel and the female left the hotel and were attempted to be stopped by Racine Sheriff Deputies. During the high risk stop, the female exited the driver seat where Wenzel jumped from the passenger seat into the driver seat and fled. He nearly struck a squad before driving over curbs and fleeing at a high rate of speed. Due to only 2 squads there and having to deal with the female, they could not continue pursuit. 

Within 2 minutes, Racine County Sheriff’s Deputy Nathan Poelmann with K9 Simba, located the vehicle a few miles away where it immediately fled after seeing his squad. Wenzel continued to flee at speeds up to 90 mph. Moments later, Deputy Will Zimmerman, who was also in the area with his partner K9 Cain, attempted to throw stop sticks but did not have enough time. He was able to catch up with Deputy Poelmann and take over pursuit comms. During the pursuit, while in close proximity, Deputy Poelmann gave canine warnings via squad PA system. 
At this point, it was only Deputy Poelmann and Zimmerman in the pursuit. After a short time, the tire started to shred where Wenzel suddenly drove into a tilled farm field. He buried the car about 50 yards in from the road and immediately fled on foot. 

Deputy Poelmann exited his squad, opening his door for K9 Simba where he immediately ran after the fleeing suspect. Deputy Zimmerman started running and activated his automatic door opener for K9 Cain. Both deputies unknowingly released their canines simultaneously. Although unplanned and not trained to release 2 dogs on one suspect, they both were able to quickly reach Wenzel as he was another 50 yards in front of his buried car running for thick woods. Upon contact, Wenzel fell to the ground where K9 Simba was on a bite and hold to the upper right arm as K9 Cain was on a bite and hold to the right ankle. Wenzel was handcuffed, and then later transported to the hospital for his bite injuries.

Wenzel was charged with numerous crimes to include: 

(2 cts) attempted 1st degree intentional homicide

Discharge firearm w/in 100 yds building

Multiple Bail jumping

DC / Domestic

Flee/eluding

Multiple cts 1st degree reckless endanger safety / use of deadly weapon

PWID THC

Felon in possession of firearm…..and more
The weather conditions were challenging during this incident. It was 40 degrees, light rain, wet roads, and extremely wet/muddy farm field. Both Deputy Poelmann and Deputy Zimmerman slipped and fell as they were trying to run over the slippery, tilled dirt of the farm field. Responding deputies arriving were also slipping and falling in the mud. These conditions are what also led to K9 Cain having a partial tear of his CCL on his back right leg, causing an $8,000 TPLO surgery to repair. 
If it were not for K9 Simba and K9 Cain, Wenzel would have reached the woods, prompting a man hunt for a very dangerous criminal in cold, rainy conditions. For this, I ask you to find Deputy Poelmann and Deputy Zimmerman as the recipient for the meritorious K9 apprehension. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Lt. Joe Patla
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