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To: WLECHA Awards Committee

We are nominating Officer Nate Smidt and K-9 Arko of the City of Waukesha Police Department for Meritorious Apprehension.
On August 25, 2024, at approximately 8:32 pm, Waukesha Police received several calls from citizens regarding multiple gunshots being fired at a residence in the 200 block of Douglass Avenue in the City and County of Waukesha. At 8:49 pm, Waukesha Police also received a call from a woman who identified herself as the stepmother of this Defendant, Sean Couture. That woman reported calling from the State of Montana where she stated she was with the Defendant’s father on a vacation. The woman reported that the Defendant called his father moments earlier and stated, “It’s over, it’s over,” and went on to say that he had shot his grandmother and was going to shoot himself.
Numerous law enforcement officers from multiple agencies then responded to the residence on Douglass Avenue, where law enforcement negotiators made contact via telephone with the Defendant who was inside the residence and refused to come out. At various times the Defendant would come to the front door of the residence, open it briefly, but then retreat back inside. On at least one occasion, the Defendant came to the front door of the residence and realized law enforcement officers were very near the front door and as officers tried to take the Defendant into custody, the Defendant quickly closed the front door and remained in the residence despite the numerous commands to come out. Given the nature of the call, the fact that the Defendant refused to come out of the house, and because negotiators believed the Defendant to be intoxicated from his speech over the phone, law enforcement sent a drone into the residence to determine what was occurring. Upon sending the drone in, police saw who they believed to be a victim lying motionless on the stairs leading to the basement just inside of a side door to the residence. 
After seeing the motionless female victim in the drone video, officers performed a victim rescue technique. The rescue team waited until drone operating officers confirmed that the Defendant had gone into a rear bedroom and closed the door. Then, several tactical officers entered the residence and removed the female victim from the residence. The rescue team ultimately transported the female to a nearby ambulance. The female was determined to be the Defendant’s grandmother who he resided with at that residence on Douglass Avenue. The victim was found to have several gunshot wounds to her body and was pronounced deceased. 
Upon removing the victim from the residence, police again gave orders to the Defendant to come out of the house so that they could safely take him into custody. The Defendant continually refused. Law Enforcement then went to the side door of the residence and deployed two CS canisters into the basement of the home. With the aid of the drone video, law enforcement could see that after deploying the gas, the Defendant emerged from a bedroom in the rear of the home and came to the living room near the front door of the residence. Officers then quickly changed their position to near the front door of the residence. 
Officer Smidt and K-9 Arko were positioned at the front of the residence with the entry team.  The threat level was such that K9 Arko would be deployed on-sight to apprehend the Defendant to bring the incident to a safe resolution with no Officers or other community members injured, or suspects needlessly injured.
The two teams moved in tandem to the front door. Officer Smidt was positioned at the rear of the entry team with K9 Arko, along with a rifle operator in front of him, and a ballistic shield operator in front of him. The shield operator pushed the front door open and moments later, the Defendant presented himself, moving to the front door. He was given commands to put his hands up but refused and moved to the front door and began reaching for the door. Believing he was again attempting to close the door, Officer Smidt responded to his resistance by deploying K9 Arko, on lead, to the front door. K9 Arko ran to the front door, however the Defendant was able to close it just as K9 Arko reached the front door at which point Officer Smidt recalled K9 Arko.
The two teams initially retreated, then determined to push back to the residence to execute the plan. Again, the lead shield team pushed the door open. Sgt. Gawrisch, the lead rifle operator began giving verbal commands as he had visual contact with the Defendant, the commands were clear, but the Defendant was non-compliant. Officer Smidt again deployed K9 Arko, on lead, this time he made entry through the front door, however reached the end of his thirty-foot leash and did not encounter the Defendant, then returned back to Smidt, leading Officer Smidt to believe the Defendant had retreated further into the residence out of sight, as K9 Arko is trained to bark and hold at the visual sight of a suspect whom he cannot physically reach.
Moments after K9 Arko returned to Officer Smidt, the Defendant again presented himself deep into the living room, the front room of the residence through the front door and was refusing to surrender. Officer Smidt commanded K9 Arko to apprehend the Defendant and removed his leash, sending him into the residence. Moments later the entry team heard groaning and could see K9 Arko had ahold of the Defendant. Entry was quickly made by the tactical element. They first stabilized the Defendant onto a couch, K9 Arko had apprehended the Defendant by the right forearm and continued to hold him. Once the Defendants hands were secured by Officers, Officer Smidt manually removed K9 Arko from the bite to the forearm. Officer Smidt removed himself along with K9 Arko to the exterior of the residence and secured him into his squad car.
Once the scene was safe, Officer Smidt conducted a cursory check of K9 Arko for injuries. It was noted Arko was bleeding from a laceration to his mouth/gumline and cuts to his paws, likely from broken glass, however had no obvious protrusions or major injuries.
Everyone played a part in handling the incident, and some individuals went above and beyond the scope of their duty.  Officer Smidt and K-9 Arko rose to the level of their training during an incredibly difficult incident.

Lieutenant David Daily
Waukesha Police Department
Waukesha, WI 
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