
 

To: WLECHA Awards Committee 
Subject: Nomination for Meritorious Track – Officer Chojnacki & K9 Ranger 
 
Dear WLECHA Awards Committee, 
 
It is with great pride that I nominate Officer Chojnacki and his K9 partner, Ranger, of the Hartford Police Department, for the 
Meritorious Track award. Their actions on May 11, 2025, exemplify the highest standards of service, teamwork, and dedication in 
the field of K9 operations. 
 
At approximately 9:19 PM, a subject contacted a friend and reported experiencing a mental health crisis. He advised that he had 
ingested an unknown quantity of Valium and alcohol with the intention of overdosing. He then left his residence on foot, heading 
into the wooded area north of his address, and stated he needed an ambulance as he felt like he was “forgetting to breathe.” 
 
The subject’s location was unknown, and he was known to have a history of being uncooperative with law enforcement. The 
Washington County Sheriff’s Office requested mutual aid from Officer Chojnacki and K9 Ranger to assist in locating the subject. 
 
While dispatch made multiple unsuccessful attempts to contact the subject by phone, Officer Chojnacki entered the residence and 
collected a pair of the subject’s pants to use for scent specific track. With no known direction of travel, Officer Chojnacki, a backup 
officer, and K9 Ranger initiated a track from the front door of the residence. 
 
As multiple support units—including DNR officers, ATVs, Fire, Ems, and sheriff’s deputies—responded to assist, dispatch was briefly 
able to reestablish phone contact. The subject was vomiting, responding only with grunts, and could be heard crying. He reported 
feeling cold and hallucinating before again going unresponsive. 
 
After a focused 16-minute track covering approximately half a mile, K9 Ranger successfully located the subject lying in the woods 
within Pike Lake State Park. The individual was groaning in pain and physically unable to move. Officer Chojnacki and K9 Ranger 
found the subject before any other unit had arrived on scene. Given the terrain and conditions, it is likely that without their swift 
and precise efforts, locating the subject could have taken hours—an outcome that may have resulted in a far more tragic ending. 
 
This exceptional outcome is a direct reflection of the K9 team’s relentless commitment to their training and preparedness. 
Remarkably, Officer Chojnacki and K9 Ranger had recently rejoined active duty after being retired for over a year. Despite this, 
they maintained rigorous training to remain operationally ready and continue to serve the community with excellence. 
 
Their actions on this night demonstrate courage, professionalism, and unwavering dedication to life-saving service. Officer 
Chojnacki and K9 Ranger are invaluable members of the Hartford Police Department, and I respectfully submit this nomination in 
recognition of their extraordinary performance. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sergeant Michael Kolbach #640 
Hartford Police Department 
109 N. Main St. 
Hartford, WI. 53027 
 

August 6th 2025 


