Nomination for Meritorious K-9 Narcotics Find – 2025
Nominee: Deputy Blaine Evans and K9 Iro
I am honored to nominate Deputy Blaine Evans for the 2025 Meritorious K-9 Narcotics Find Award in recognition of his role in the seizure of 228 grams (½ pound) of methamphetamine during a traffic stop on Interstate 41 on May 13, 2025.
On that date, Deputy Evans was on a routine patrol shift with his K9 partner, Iro, when he received information about a vehicle possibly traveling northbound. The vehicle was believed to be occupied by a male subject with an active warrant and potentially transporting narcotics.
Deputy Evans coordinated with another patrol unit to initiate a traffic stop, allowing him the opportunity to deploy K9 Iro for an open-air sniff of the vehicle. Once the subject was taken into custody for his warrant, Deputy Evans deployed K9 Iro to conduct an exterior sniff of the truck.
Starting at the front of the vehicle and working counterclockwise, K9 Iro exhibited a distinct change in behavior at the driver's side door. He followed the odor of narcotics from the door seam down to the metal running board just below. Iro then gave a final alert by placing his nose directly next to the metal step, clearly indicating the presence of illegal substances. He was rewarded and returned to the squad car.
Although a search of the vehicle’s interior yielded no contraband, Deputy Evans used his training and K9 Iro’s pinpoint alert to guide a more focused inspection of the vehicle’s undercarriage and running boards. Just inches from where Iro had alerted, Deputy Evans observed an abnormality—a blue rag protruding from a hole in the running board. Upon pulling the rag, a plastic bag filled with suspected methamphetamine was recovered from inside the running board.
The driver was subsequently criminally charged with Possession with Intent to Distribute Methamphetamine (>50 grams).
This seizure exemplifies the value of a well-trained K9 team and the importance of precise alert behavior. Without K9 Iro’s accurate detection and Deputy Evans’s situational awareness, this significant amount of methamphetamine could have easily gone unnoticed.
Attached are two images: one showing K9 Iro’s alert location, and the other showing the recovered methamphetamine and its concealment method.
For their outstanding performance and teamwork, I respectfully submit Deputy Blaine Evans and K9 Iro for the 2025 Meritorious K-9 Narcotics Find Award.
Sergeant Kohlmann
Fond du Lac Sheriff’s Office
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